
The Board of  Directors of  
the  Marco Is land Civ ic 
Association invites you to hear 
fi rst hand what Dwight Brock, 
Collier County Clerk of  Court, is 
doing to keep our county on the 
straight and narrow.  

Please attend Tuesday, October 
21, 6 p.m., in the Community 
Room of  the Marco Community 
Bank (MCB).  MCB is located 
at 1770 San Marco Road.  Park 
around back to enter the 
Community Room.

The Clerk of  the Circuit 
Court of  Collier County is an 
independently elected Constitu-
tional Offi cer and Public Trustee 
whose responsibilities include 
Accountant, Auditor, Keeper of  
Court and Public Records and 
“Watchdog” of  all Public Funds. 

The Clerk’s role is defi ned by 
the Florida Constitution of  1838 
and Florida Statutes to ensure a 
critical system of  “checks and 
balances” to protect and serve the 
citizens and taxpayers of  Collier 
County by making sure that all 
taxpayer dollars are spent lawfully.

The Clerk’s Offi ce performs 
nearly 1,200 different constitutional 

and statutory functions or duties, 
the broadest and most diverse 
role of  any elected public offi cial. 
The Clerk’s Offi ce ensures that 
all county and state programs are 

The Clerk Takes New Steps to 
Reach Out to Community

administered correctly, effi ciently 
and in full public view. 

Dwight Brock believes the 
Clerk’s Offi ce is all about serving 
the taxpayers. This year a number 
of  new initiatives have brought 
the Clerk’s Offi ce and the com-
munity closer together. The list 
includes the use of  electronic, 
print and face to face communi-
cations to help the public learn 
more about the Clerk’s Offi ce, 
and how to take advantage of  its 
many programs and services. 

 The Clerk’s offi cial website 
CollierClerk.com was redesigned 
to provide easier access to public 
information and online services. 
The Clerk’s staff  now offers 
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“live” website tours to community 
groups upon request.

The Clerk’s free public seminar 
series continues on November 5th 
at Hodges University. To register 
for “Filing a Small Claim” call 
(239) 598 – 6133.

New traffi c kiosks have been 
installed at four Clerk’s offi ces to 
accommodate those who wish to 
pay a traffi c citation online using 
a debit or credit card. 

A new Clerk of  Courts cur-
riculum has been introduced 
to the School District’s Social 
Studies teachers. The curriculum 
addresses the role of  the Clerk in 
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can grow as large as eight inches.)  
The adductor muscle provides 
the power which allows this 
animal (along with all members 
of  the true scallop family) to do 
something no other bivalve 
species can do—swim!  

To swim, the scallop opens 
its valves to pull in water, and 
then quickly claps the valves 
shut with the adductor muscle.  
As the valves close, the mantle, 
which is a thin sheet-like organ 
that creates new shell material, 
directs the fl ow of  water.  If  it 
forces all of  the water to shoot 
out through the back hinges, the 
scallop moves forward through 
the water via jet propulsion.  If  
the water is forced out around 
the margins of  the valves, then 
the scallop can swim backward.

local government and is available 
to teachers, students and parents 
at CollierClerk.com.

In October, the Clerk’s Offi ce 
staff  will participate in a com-
munity service project to benefi t 
the Naples Shelter for Abused 
Women and Children. This effort 
coincides with Domestic Violence 
Awareness month.

The Clerk’s quarterly news-
letter and Highlights Magazine 
is available at over 30 different 
locations throughout Collier 
County and can also be emailed 
free of  charge to citizens upon 
request.

By the end of  the 2008 
calendar year Dwight will have 

spoken at over 25 different 
community events. 

The off ic ia l  webs i te, 
CollierClerk.com and the 
“Community Partnership” 
webpage highlight these and 
other initiatives of  the Clerk’s 
Offi ce which have been designed 
to assist more individuals, home 
owner associations and businesses 
take advantage of  the Clerk’s 
many services.

  
For more information contact:

Bob St. Cyr, Director, 
Community Outreach,

Clerk of  the Circuit Court, 
Collier County, 

(239) 252-6879
Robert.StCyr@collierclerk.com

The mantle is not just a 
smooth sheet of  tissue; there are 
many fl eshy tentacles extending 
from the mantle’s edge.  These 
tentacles have sensory roles and 
are sensitive to chemicals in the 
water, especially those produced 
by predators of  scallops.  So 
scallops are able to “smell” a 
predator, such as a sea star, and 
respond by clamping their valves 
shut for protection, or swimming 
away. A scallop can swim for a 
few seconds up to two minutes, 
depending on currents and the 
severity of  the threat.

When the scallop’s shell is 
gaped open, you can see the 
sensory tentacles as well as the 
scallop’s most interesting feature 
- two rows of  tiny, bright blue 
eyes, about 20 around the margin 
of  each valve.  These eyes have 
a cornea, lens, and retina, 
structures also found in 

human eyes.  Because of  their 
eyes, scallops can sense motion 
and shadows, so a crab or fi sh 
trying to sneak up and grab a 
snack will be seen, and the valves 
will close.  Should the scallop 
lose an eye, it is able to regener-
ate another.

While scallops can’t be said 
to have a brain, they do have a 
nervous system that is unusually 
concentrated, with a complex, 
fused central ganglion which 
is the largest and most intri-
cate of  all the bivalve species 
in the world.  The way scallops 
react—swimming away from 
danger, orienting their shells, and 
responding to movement and 
shadows—indicate that they can 
process the information from 
what they see and “smell.”  The 
blue-eyed calico scallop—the 
world’s smartest bivalve!
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