Clerk of Courts Slide Presentation for
Collier County Schools

This classroom sliggesentation can be used in conjunction with the Clerk
of Courts Curriculum. It is designed to help students understand how the
Clerk of the Circuit Court serves the citizens of Collier County, with
emphasis on those areas applicable to young people

Lesson 1 Gaining an increased understanding of the roles and
responsibilities of the Clerk

Lesson 2 Learning ways to access progr am:
Office via CollierClerk.com
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Lesson 1

ODbjective: What are the roles and

responsibilities of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Collier County?



Student Information

Who Is the Clerk? What is Bducational and
Professional Background?

A Dwight E. Brock, Floridia@ born and raised in Florida
BS undergraduate degree, Florida State University
I\/IBA Degree Stetson University
A Accountant, CPA

A JurisDoctor (JD), Nova Law Center, Licensed Florida
Attorney

A Elected in 1993
A Oversees approximately 200 employees



L et 0OS answer a f ew

-Describe some advantages of being both an attorney and an ac
-Describe the benefit of obtaining an advanced degree when pla

-In order to be the Clerk, must you have an advaaceddegree)?



There are no special education
requirements to fill the position of
Clerk of the Circuit Court
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Student Information

Job Responsibilities of the Clerk

Public trustee

Constitutional officer

Accountant, auditor

oWatchdogd of publi c funds
Nearly 1200 functions and duties

Open, honest, transparency in government; checks & balance
taxpayerso I nterest protect



It might help to first define these terms (see next slide) so that
we can understand the Cl erk

Would anyone like to try?

Public Trustee Constitutional Officer

Checks and Balances oWatchdogo |o
Funds




L et 0s be a | It
Specli fl cee
Public TrusteeaArticle 1, Section 8 of the Florida State
Constitution states that oa public
have the right to secure and sust a

Circuit Court is an elected public trustee and has set in place a system
of checks and balances.

Constitutional Offices By Florida statute, a person (namely
the Clerk) responsible for keeping all court records, managing the
jury, collecting and disbursing court fines, fees and assessments,
collecting and disbursing child support and alimony payments,
providing forms and general information to the public.
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Checks and Balan@essystem of shared power,
originally devised by the framers of the U.S. Constitution.

****On the county | evel, checks and
accountant and auditor for the Board of County Commissioners, collector and
distributor of statutory assessments, and guardian of the public records (i.e.,
deeds, leases, mortgages), public funds and public property.

0 Wa t c bBeEls@egmoney is spent lawfully, and is
accountable for public funds in order to safeguard the
taxpayers of Collier County. Clerk is personally responsible
for misusing public funds.
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Class Discussion ltems

Do you know the 3 branches of government on the national level that
provide the current system of checks and balances? Do all countries hav
such a system? What are the checks and balances at the county level?

The Clerk is an elected official. Describe the advantages of being electec
the public vs. being appointed by the governor, for instance.

The term otransparencyod can have
situations or instances where government or business has not been
transparent. Were there consequences?
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