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Court Contentions Clerk Budget Realities 

REALITY 1:
 
between FY 2004-05 and FY 2008-09
 

1.	 CLERK BUDGETS GREW BY 33% 
Actual cumulative growth in spending = 13.7% 

not 33% since FY 2004-05 
WHILE THE STATE BUDGET ON 

Actual spending appropriately informs the Legislature ofAVERAGE A D COURT BUDGET 
budget impacts of Clerks' operations in support of the

GREW BY AN AVERAGE OF 13%. courts. Unspent budgeted funds return to the state's 
General Revenue Fund. 

Facts: 
1.	 Five (5) Clerk actual expenses in FY 2007-08 were 

LESS THAN their expenditures in FY 2004-05 

2.	 Twenty (20) Clerk expenditures between FY 2004­
05 and FY 2005-06 grew by LESS THAN 13%. 

3.	 About 5% of the 13.7% cumulative growth was 
the result of: about 2 % is related to supporting 
new jUdgeships (110 over 2 years: FY 2004-05 
and FY 2005-06), about 1 % is related to 
requirements to assume responsibilities to cover 
all juror expenses in each Clerk's budget. And 
approximately 2% is related to implementing 
"Collection Programs." 

4.	 The Legislature appropriated about $ 4.7 million 
(1 %) for special requests in Miami-Dade and 
Hillsborough Clerks' Offices. 

THE CLERKS' FTE STORY 

1.	 In FY 2004-05 the FTEs in the Approved Budget for 
court related duties were 8,568. In FY 2008-09 there 
were 9,645 FTEs. This is a 13 % growth. 

2.	 Over 4% of this 13% growth in FTEs is a result of 
275 FTEs being added to support the additional 
appropriated 110 jUdgeships in FY 2004-05 and FY 
2005-06. 

3.	 About 9% of the 13% relates to the over 11 % 
increase in criminal and civil court "case 
processing" workload and increases in work related 
to issuing financial receipts, summoning and paying 
significantly more jurors and creating a 
sophisticated Article V budgeting and reporting 
process to assure audit assurances and 
accountability to the Legislature. 
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Total Budget Comparisons 
FY 2004/05 to FY 2008/09 

(Note: Clerks =actual expenditures for 04/05 - 07/08 and projected expenditures for 08/09) 
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*Clerks of Court State Courts System State Attorneys Public Defenders 

*Created by the Clerks of Court Operations Corporation. The amounts for FY 04/05 thru FY 07/08 represents the actual Clerk Expenditures. The 

amount for FY 08/09 represents the projected expenditures due to revenue shortfalls. For details call (850) 386-2223. 
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